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ifIﬁtroduCtiOn

.-~ Rhode Island’s farms, forest, and other'open space provide many benefits to its citi-
= zens. Local farms ensure a readily available source of food close to metropolitan-
. < areas, while forestland and open space are key natural resources that provide recre-
' ational areas and contrlbute to the welfare and happiness of the state’s inhabitants.

"~ Because of the economic pressures to convert these lands to development or anoth-

- er more profitable land use, Rhode Istand’s farms, forests, and open spaces are rap-
s idly d|sappear|ng The Farm; Forest, and Open Space Act helps crtrzens conserve

: _ Farmland

'chance It wrll have to be sold for development

: Land Classlfi'cations'for Property
-"|Enrolled in'the Farm, Forest and
Op’en Space Program.

- Ornamental Crops
Vegetable and orchards
- Dairy and lrvestock

| Forestland & Wetland -

Open Space

~ Slight soil limitations:
" Moderate soil limitations .
" . . Severe soil limitations

'changes |n econom|c condrtlons‘ :

- (mcludrng forage crops)' '

N Th;s publlcatron summarlzes th
~ and is intended, to’serve as-a gurde for property own- o

.I:;;.\._:.._"_-'_--these Iands for themselves and for future genera‘hons

Rhode Island law (44- =27) allows property enrol]ed in the Farm Forest and-
Open Space Program to be assessed atits current use, not rts value for devel-;_ :
,opment The purpose of the Iaw rs not to reduce property taxes but to con—

The recommended current use assessment categorles‘-
(see Table on left):is established by, a Farm, Forest:: =& -
and Open Space Land Value Subcommlttee formed byj G
the: Governor in. 1999 The Value assrgned each olass S
is based:on the land's potent|al to produce acrop or: e
soil’ Ilmrtatrons and is perrod|cally updatedr,to reflect

The law establrshes thre:- _categones of Iand ellglble
for enrollment in“the. Program and authorlzes DEM to S
establish. regulatrons governirig: farm and forestland

'-enrol[ed in the. Program ‘The. open space classrfrca-f

tion lS admlnrstered by the communlty where the prop-;’,‘f o .
erty.i rs located - EE T

rules and regulatrons o

ers, mterested |n enrollmg thelr property ln the L
Program s T S




To be eligible for forestland classification the parcel must he
ten acres or more bearing a dense growth of trees, including
young regenerating forest, which -has been established either -
through naturat regeneration or planting.

The forest must be actively managed in accordance with the
provisions of a written forest stewardship ptan for the pur-
pose of enhancing forest resources. The plan must be pre-
pared by a qualified forester in consultation with the landown-
er. The plan must address minimum criteria and be reviewed
and approved by DEM.

How to Enroll

File a completed application form, which has been signed by
the tax assessor, with a check for $10.00, to DEM/Office of
. Management Services. The application {(available on last
page) must include:

* two {2) copies of a forest steward_ship plan.
- a copy of the tax assessors plat map.

DEM reviews the application and (if approved)
issues a certificate to the landowner.

ment?
For more information (including a list of
foresters qualified to prepare forest stewardship
plans) contact the Division of Forest
Environment at 647-3367.

Maintaining Ciassification

“To maintain the property under forestland clas-
sification the property is subject to inspection
every five years or at the request of the Tax
Assessor. The landowner must submit a revised
forest stewardship plan at the end of each ten
year period at which time a new certificate is
issued.

ers.org/

ing. htmi

' Forest StéWar,d..Ship' Plans =

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR
- ENROLLMENT IN THE FARM,
FOREST, AND OPEN SPACE
PROGRAM

- Title and Signature page

- Landowners Objectives

- Property Overview

- Management Unit Information

- Management Recommendations
|- Maps

- Summary of Recommendations

and Activity Timetable

Where can I find more information about forest manage-
USDA, Forest Service, Forest Landowucfs Guide to Internet
Resources: http://na.fs fed us/pubs/misc/iviflg. htm

USDA, Forest Service, Forest Stewardship website:
wwwna.fs.fed. usistewardship/index.shim

American Trée Farm System: wwin.freefarmsysten.org’

National Woodland Owners Association: www.woodlandown-

Woodscaping: wwiw.uri.edu/cehvg/has/iitmi/has_ woodscap-

Introduction to New England Forests:
www.lincolneducationonline.org/ -




Farmland
C1a881flcatlon

For the- purposes of this F’rogram farmland means a parcel R
- of [and exclusive of the house site, that meets: any of the fol- W.
Iowmg condrtlons and-has a current USDA Conservatlon Plan. —~
(iess than ten years old) or has apphed for one '

'Ear'n"nl'a'nd*i‘ncludes‘:' o

Land whlch constltutes a “farm unit,” meaning Iand
oWned by a- farmer, inéluding woodland and wetlands, at
teast five (5 ( ) acres of which are actlve[y devoted agrrculturai
and hortrcultural use and-which-have: produced agross -
mcome from the sa!e of its: farm products of at [east $2500 00
m one of the !ast two year e L LT -

Land that ls actlvety devoted to agr[cultural use by a

subsmtence farmer” who' denves hIS or:her pnmary means, of sustenance frorn the.consumption of, :
agrlculturat products groWn on. thelr Iand “Non-farm. re[ated mcome must be Iow enough tos make '
'them ellglble for ass1stance under Tltie 20 Programs ' ot : o :

T

e Land that meets the reqUIrements and qualzflcattons for a Government set aS|de or Iand that
has a combmatton of mcome crop, and acreage whlch (m the Dlrector 'S, OplﬂlOl’l) quallfles it. for lnclu—
"'Sion" cle R T :

Land used for commer01al remova[ of soil, gravet stone, or other minerals or Iand used for farm
§ stands parkmg Iots and dlsplay areas is not eliglble for lncluszon [n the Program '

= Land classn‘!ed as farm!and must be actlvely devoted to agncultural or horticultural
i~ use, using normalty acceptable practices in the product[on of plants and animals :
< useful to man including but not limited to: forages and sod; fruits of all kinds including - -
- -~ nuts, berries, grapes and vegetables floral, ornamental and greenhouse products;”
’f—_poultry and poultry. products sheep and sheep products; livestock including beef cat-
- tle, swine, horses and mules, the stabling of horses; the commercial breeding or
grazing of any or all such animals for the productlon of meat, milk, fiber-in saleab!e
.. livestock; and the production of fish, shellfish, plant matenal and f|sh products

e through aquacultural practices.




Farmland

Cla881f1Catlon

Elements of a Conser Vatlon
Plan

LﬁlldﬂW]lél S objectives -- The

- landowner’s specific consewation and _

envnonmentaE objectlves

Property overv_iew - Description of
© existing operations on the property.

Management unit information -- A
description of the natural resources on
the property, including soil types,
rangeland types and conditions, prox-

-imity to water bodies, wildlife habitat,
and other relevant characteristics.

The natural resource problems and
oppottunities as well as related eco-
nomic and social considerations, -

Management Recommendatlons --

- The conservation management sys-
tem(s) and the practices to be imple-
mented to achleve the owners objec-
tives.

Activity timetable -- The séhediﬂe for

implementing the conservation prac-
tices, including timing and sequence.

How to Enroil

File completed application form (signed by tax assessor
and conservation district official), with a check for
$10.00, to DEM/Division of Agriculture. The application
(available on the last page) must include:

- A map of the property (to scale) depicting the exter-

nal boundaries, internal boundaries, and acreage of dif-

ferent land categories.

- The property must have (or have applied for) a writ- -
ten conservation plan outlining best management prac-
tices (BMP’s) recommended by USDA and approved by
the District and the Director.

. _To verify gross annual income, the applicant must
submit either a certified copy of federal fax return for
one of the preceding two years or show that it is capa-
ble of producing, and is being readied for producing, a
crop that will yield a gross annual income of $2500.00
or more.

Maintaining CIaSsEfication

For continuing eligibility, the property must remain in
agricultural use and may be reinspected by the director

“every five years or at the request of the Tax Assessor.

More Information

- Sustainable Farming Connection

www. ibiblio. org/farming-connection/

Farm Fresh Rhode Island -
www.farmfreshri.org/

- New England Small Farm Institute

www., sma!lfarm, org/

Rl DEM, Dnvnsmn of Agrlcu[ture
www. dem. ri. gov/programs/bnatres/agncult/mdex htm.
or 222-2781.




Open ‘Space e
C1a881flcatlonw_ﬂ

Des:gnatlon of land as open
‘space is administered by the
community where the property is
Iocated

Open Space is defined as undeveloped land (including
farm or forestland) in tracts of ten (10) acres or larger
(excluding the house site) where undeveloped land
serves to enhance agricultural values, or land in its natu-
ral state that conserves forests, enhances :
wildlife habitat, or protects ecosystem health.

This includes:
- Tracts of any size that are designated
as open space land on the comprehensive

community plan.

- Tracts of any size that have conserva-
tion restrictions or easements in full force.

Requiremenis

Pursuant to R.1.G.L. 44-27-5, an application
for classification as open space land is made
to the tax assessor on a form they provide,
which requires a description of the land and a general
description of its use.

Assessment of land enrolled as open
space Is based upon the soil classifica-
tion on the property as determined by the
State’s soil survey prepared by USDA.
Copies of the appropriate soil survey as -
well as other information about the prop--
erly can be obtained from the
Conservation District in the area where
the property is located.

Continued Eliibility

To maintain classification, each year the landowner must
submit to the tax assessor a certificate confirming the
fand is still open space.




Frequently
| Asked Questlons

What is th‘e pury ose of the law?

It is in the mterest of the publlc to conserve the remaining. farm forest and open space in -
Rhode Island. Taxing thls land at its' value far; development makes it d|ffrcult for landowners to.-
retain it in its-natural state Rhode: lsland law (RIGL Chapter 44—27 and 44-5- 12) creates the
Farm Forest and Open Space program to assess these properhes at thelr current use so that
owners can afford to keep their land in 1ts natural state S »

Who determmes the assessment?

R A Farm Forest and Open Space Valuation subcommittee-was establlshed by state. law

.7 (RIGL 44-27-B) in 1999 under.the Staté Conservation Commlttee to determlne the value-of unde-
- veloped. Iand to be, enrolled-in; the Program The Comm|ttee developed the methodology and.valy -
S ues for assessment of.land for property taxatron on the ‘basis;of its current use for: farrn forest and',—.
j.'_:‘_.,_open space | Iands The methodology used; and resuits are publlshed in: Proposed Farm;.Forest.. .-
.. _and Opern. Space Values What will be Our Legacy Rhode Island State Consérvation Commrttee

:"{:--'_Forest and Open Space subcommﬁtee _

There are three classrfrcatrons establrshed by RIGL 44 27 farm and fores, whlch [s certr-f _
L ;'_fled by DEM “and” opern space wh|ch is certrﬂed by the commumty Property must meet specmc
. g ;_crlterla to be ehglble for enrollment rn the program e -

L, Farmland must be ‘a parcel of at least f ve. acres excludlng the house site, managecl -

' Z_fjaccordlng to a conservatron plan Farmland must atso meet [ncome qualrflcatrons to qualrfy;;'r:_a .

. - Forestland must be a parcel of. at least ten acres excludlng the house srte that lS actlvely
managed under a wntten forest steWardshlp plan L S

'_i-'Z",lMay 2000. These vaiues are’ updated perrodlcally and new values publlshed by the Farm o

- S Open space must be a parcel of ten acrés ‘or.more or be. desrgnated as open space in the Tf_f

e Comprehensrve Commun[ty Plan No wntten plan or management is: reqwred for Iand to
- . be enrolled as- open space. - . SR

R The defmltions 44 27 2 specmes the house srte means the zoned lot size or one acre,
i_whlchever is smaller, and fand surrounding dwelllngs or devoted to deve]oped tacrlmes If there is
p f'fno house on the property, no srte rs excluded B , S S :




Can the tax assessor refuse to classify land even if it has been designated by DEM?

Yes, but only if the Tax Assessor has shown a preponderance of evidence that the designation
was in error. As provided for in 44-27-4, the landowner has the right to file an appeal with the City or
Town's Board of Assessment within 90 days of receiving written notice. The Board of Assessment
review shall render a decision within 45 days of the date the appealed was filed. If the City or Town
does not have a board of assessment, the City or Town Council hears the appeal. These decisions
are appealabie to superior court.

-What if a_ property enrolled under the farm or forestry classification fails to follow their
Conservation or Forest Stewardship Plan? | ' :

If a landowner is unable to complete the activities outlined in their plan they may submit a writ-
ten request to amend the plan to the Director of DEM. I[f, through willful neglect, a landowner fails to
complete the activities in the management plan, DEM will cancel designation of the land and the prop-
erty will be assessed at fair market value. Loss of classification as farm, forest, or open space makes
the land subject to the land use change tax as provided for in RIGL 44-5-39.

What happens if a property is sold?

Upon change of title, the tax assessor will notify the new owner the property is enrolled in the
Program and give them the aption to continue the classification or withdraw. Property withdrawn is
then subject to the land use change tax as specified in 44-5-39. Change of title, except by inheritance
- or interfamily transfer, starts a new computation period for the land use change tax.

‘What is the land use change tax?

. In accordance with Section 44-5-39 of RIGL., when property classified as Farm, Forest, or
Open Space land is withdrawn from the program it is subject to additional taxes. This tax is 10% of
the fair market value during the first six years of classification and decreases one percent per year
- until the 16th year when no land use change tax is dug.

Land classified as farmiand, where the land has been farmed for five years previous to classifi-
cation, are liable for a land use change tax of 10 percent of the fair market value if the use is changed
or classification withdrawn during the first year of classification and decreasing one percent per year
until the tenth year. No land use change tax is imposed after the tenth year of classification.




Other Sources of Information

Rhode Island DEM DIVIS!OI’I of Forest

. Environment: .
" 4087 Hattford Plke
North. Smtuate Ri 02857
f_(401) 647 3367 : :
o _""'http /iwww dem r[ gov/programs/bnatres/forestlln
s lidexchtmyi ot 3

:Rhode ,sland DEM DIVISIOH of Agrjculture
"'_-'f'-i-235 proren 'de Street - g
Providernce: RI 02908

) 401)222 2781 el

g_.Orgamzatlon (RIFCO)
: fPO Bo>§ 53

Rhode Island Farm Bureau
2227 Platnfle!d F’ike Ll

JOhnston Rl 0291'9
“(401),647-3570-
"'“www rifb: fb org[

-;-60 Quaker Lane Swte 46;

Warwick; Rl 02886 :
401) 828-1300- SR

"='http_ i!www ri. nrcs usda gov/ ';j'_.': U

hern Rhode Island Conservatlon Dlstrlct

NRICD is located at
2283 Hartford Ave, Jolmston, RI 02519 -
artiora Av ,,Eastern Rhode Island Conservatlon Dlstrlct~«
Phone:401-934-0840 RN

website: http /iwww.nricd.org l:l’EOR]E?)%E(J If;fl;ocated at

i 5Southern Rhode ls!and Conservatlon Dlstrict_ Tiverton, RI 028 7 &
SRICD is located at “ow 7o Phone: 401-934-0842 o
PO Box 1636 . website: http:/www.easternriconservation.org | ©
Kingston, RI 02881 T e e

Phone: 401-500-0422 i
website: http://www.sricd.org SR




State of Rhiode [sland
Department of Environmental Management
235 Promenade Street
Providence, RI 02908

Application For Designation of Farmland and Forestland

Date:

Naine:

Mailing Address: — - Telephone:

Location of Property: Email:

Town(s): 7 Plat(s): __ _ Lot(s):

Farmland Designation Forestland Designation

Crops - Acres Forest Acres

Ornamental

Vepetables & Orchard :
Dairy & Livestock

Other

Total

Submissions
. Farm Income

Map
Evidence of Subsistence Farm

Forest Management Plan :l
Map ' -

Evidence that non-contiguous land
is historically associated with the farm
Check for $10.00 payable to RIDEM

00 ood

Check for $10.00 payable to RIDEM 1

Signatures : , '
" T hereby certify that the acreage listed above is in agreement with City or Town Tax Assessment Records.

Assessing Official: ' L Date:

Conservation District Official: : Pate:

-(For Farmland only)
I hereby Certify that all information in this application is to the best of my knowledge: true and correct .

Landowner; — Date;:




